NEW TRENDS AT THE WORLD’S
BEST AGRARIAN UNIVERSITIES
THE PROMINENT ROLE OF AGROECOLOGY IN RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION
International conference organized by Védegylet and Greenpeace Hungary

Date: March 25th, 2021, Thursday from 10:00 am to 14:00 pm
You can join the online conference via this link:
greenpeace.hu/konferencia
We are looking forward to your participation, hope you will gain new insights at our conference!

PROGRAM:
10:00 – 10:05 Introduction, Lili Balogh, Védegylet
The event will be moderated by Lili Balogh bioengineer and agronomist. She has been working in the field of
agroecology since 2010, she is the deputy secretary of Védegylet Egyesület and a board member of Agroecology
Europe. She has participated in numerous international projects in the field of food- sovereignty and is currently one of
the coordinators of the Hungarian Agroecology Network. She is farming in Nógrád- county on 20 hectares since 2018.

10:05 – 10:10 Introduction, dr. Katalin Rodics, Greenpeace
Dr. Katalin Rodics is a researcher in biology and has a doctorate in genetics. She is a university docent and the
leader of the biodiversity campaign of Greenpeace Hungary. She is an acknowledged member of the Hungarian
movement of environmental protection. Her conviction is that the means of food production is a crucial factor in
maintaining life on earth and our health, therefore she has been working for years to promote organic farming.

10:10 – 10:40 Paola Migliorini, University of Gastronomic Sciences (UNISG), Agroecology Europe
Paola Migliorini is the President of Agroecology Europe and Vice President of IFOAM Agribiomediterraneo. She is
a professor and researcher at the University of Gastronomic Sciences (Bra, Italy), where she also coordinates the
Master in Agroecology and Food Sovereignty. Migliorini is an agronomist with a Master in Food Security and PhDs
in Organic and Sustainable Agriculture (University of Florence). She authored over 100 technical and scientific
publications concerning agroecological models which enhance biodiversity and soil fertility along with innovative
pedagogical methodologies and participatory system thinking.
The University of Gastronomic Sciences is an accredited private non-profit educational and research institution, based in Bra (Italy)
founded in relation to the Slow Food Movement. It aims to contribute to renew farming methods, protect biodiversity, and build an
organic relationship between gastronomy and agricultural science. To date, more than 3000 students from 91 different countries have
studied or are studying at UNISG.

10:40 – 11:00 Questions – Answers

11:00 – 11:30 Blair van Pelt and Heitor Mancini Teixeira, Wageningen University
Blair van Pelt is a lecturer and education coordinator at the Farming Systems Ecology group of Wageningen University.
She is passionate about facilitating meaningful learning experiences in the field of sustainable agriculture and works
with a wide variety of students and educators from around the world.

Heitor Mancini Teixeira is an interdisciplinary researcher working with agroecology and engaged with multiple
stakeholders for the design and implementation of sustainable and multi-functional agroecosystems. The main
focus of his research is biodiversity, ecosystem services, agroforestry systems, soil functions and secondary forest
succession. He also works to connect science with practice, extension and education, with the use of participatory
methodologies. Heitor has a PhD in Plant sciences at Wageningen University, the Netherlands, and Soil sciences at
Universidade Federal de Viçosa, Brasil and is currently working as a post doc at Wageningen University.
Wageningen University (WUR) is widely regarded as the world’s top agricultural research institution, consistently ranking world’s best in the
field of Agriculture and Forestry, thanks to a broadly stretched-out network of partnerships with Dutch and international companies and
governments as well. Its societal fields of interest and research themes range from Climate Change, Biodiversity and Circular & Biobased
Economy to Food security and Nutrition & Health.
Its population of over 12,000 students come from more than 100 countries, enrolled in the 19 bachelors programmes, 30 masters and 3 online
masters offered, which focus specifically on ‘healthy food and living environment’. As part of the Organic Agriculture MA degree, an innovative
European curricula in Agroecology provides a double degree in cooperation with ISARA-Lyon, France.

11:30 – 11:50 Questions – Answers
11:50 – 12:05 Coffee break
12:05 – 12:35 Marcos Lana, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
Marcos Lana is an agronomist with a Master in Agroecosystems and a PhD in Crop Production. His work focuses on
the use of crop models to assess the impact of climate change and agronomic management on crop performance, so
as to propose suitable adaptation strategies concerning crop production systems and other ecosystem services. Lana
is also involved with the development and adoption of agroecology as a tool to support sustainable farming systems,
currently active in different regions of Europe, Africa and Latin America. He is a lecturer at the Swedish University of
Agricultural Sciences (SLU) and at the Humboldt Universität–Berlin.
The Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU) is a world-class international university with research, education and environmental
assessment within the life sciences, with a strong research agenda in the social sciences and in humanities as well. In spite of the different
perspectives which are hosted thanks to the large community of professors and doctoral students, a common goal is sought: to create
the best conditions for sustainable living. SLU has 3,900 full-time equivalent students, enrolled among 40 degree programmes. Among its
master programmes, SLU offers a course in Agroecology as well as one in Rural Development and Natural Resource Management. The
University also has a special responsibility for environmental monitoring and assessment, and reports on the environmental status to both
national and international authorities.

12:35 – 12:55 Questions – Answers
12:55 – 13:25 Helen Aldis, Innovative Farmers Network
Helen Aldis lives in England. She joined the Soil Association in January 2019 to lead a number of projects including
their farmer-led research network Innovative Farmers and involvement in H2020’s LIAISON programme. Prior to
joining the Soil Association Helen was Deputy Director at The Prince’s Countryside Fund where she developed The
Prince’s Farm Resilience Programme and oversaw its grant making and advocacy programme.
Innovative Farmers Network is a not for profit network in the UK primarily funded by The Prince of Wales’s Charitable
Foundation from the outset with additional support from other foundations, industry funders and businesses. Groups
of farmers and researchers come together to co-design on-farm trials to improve sustainability in farming and land management practices.
Launched in 2015, it stemmed from the core idea that many of the best ideas in farming come from farmers themselves. Trials (field labs)
have been established, that usually last up to two years and the findings are shared through social media, farming press and a growing
network of interested farmers and other actors. Since its founding, the organisation has realized more than 100 research projects.

13:25 – 13:45 Questions – Answers

USING ZOOM:

13:45 – 14:00 Closing of the event, Lili Balogh, Védegylet

If you have not used Zoom before,
this video can be of assistance
when setting up.

